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The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “Remnant Deceptions”

Let us pray …
Proverbs  23:10  “Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of the fatherless:”
As watchmen, we need to be ever on duty and be aware that the arch-enemy shall increase the frequency and the intensity in his attacks on God’s remnant people. Let us read the scripture that gives us awareness of the fact that we are in a war. 

Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 
In a war you have at least two sides. In this case you have an already defeated foe that will never give up his attacks until either his allotted time has expired or Jesus has come to remove His redeemed from this planet.

What is Satan’s objective since he was defeated at the cross and is no longer prince of this world, a title wrung from Adam by deception? Well his goal is to receive worship from the whole world, and to cause God’s true church to be lost. He does not want one person to be saved. 

The second part of his goal can never be reached as we read in Rev. 7:9 “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; …”

Is this great multitude the redeemed of all the ages, even pre-flood times? Well let’s read verses 13 and 14. “And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

Do we have additional confirmation on these people? Revelation 15:2
“And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, [and] over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.”


Also Revelation 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and [I saw] the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received [his] mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”
So we have before us a major conflict, referred to in COL 179.2 "There shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time; and at that time Thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book." Daniel 12:1.  {COL 179.2}  
So with a time of trouble before us such as never was since there was a nation, and with Satan working for our physical and spiritual destruction, we need to pray earnestly and study more than we ever have, so that we are equipped to face anything in God-given strength and by His grace.

The best defense is a Rock solid offense. That is a capital “R” Rock solid offense. In war it is good to know your enemy and his strategy. God’s prophet says this in GC 516.3: “There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so much as that we shall become acquainted with his devices.” 

One sure way for Satan to bring down Seventh-day Adventists is by the same methods used to bring down our first parents. DECEPTION!!

Deceive the people into believing things that would be in direct opposition to the 7 pillars of our faith which are: 

1. The Three Angel’s Messages;

2. The Ten Commandments;

3. The Seventh Day Sabbath;

4. The Non-Immortality of the Soul;

5. The Sanctuary;

6. The Second Coming of Jesus;

7. The 2300 Year Prophecy.

Since the non-Adventist Protestant churches rejected the First Angel’s message by 1844, they were stuck in the Holy Place and the door was shut when Jesus entered the Most Holy Place October 22, 1844.  Therefore they would be enveloped in Spiritual darkness when it would come to the understanding of the relevant doctrines of the last days.

Now here is something very important to understand. Many Adventists have, and many still are, taking positions in opposition to one or more of these 7 pillar doctrines. I’m not just talking about nominal lay people, but I am including Theologians that have taught in our institutions of higher learning. How dangerous is it to discard or teach against any one of our pillar doctrines? Let’s read what Jesus said in Luke 10:21, 

“I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.” 

Normally wise and prudent sounds like positive attributes for one to have; however, let us understand three things about what Jesus just said. He tells us that:
1. God’s revelation is selective;

2. The “wise and prudent” used here are those who trust to their own scholastic ability and are therefore denied the privilege of comprehending His truth;
3. The “babes” are those who are teachable and obedient and are therefore given the privilege of comprehending His truth.
This helps us understand why non-Adventists cannot gain a proper understanding of the Daniel and Revelation prophecies and why Adventist taking positions against our pillars end up in spiritual darkness.

Satan’s needed to employ his most deceptive efforts against Seventh-day Adventists using a human army.  God’s prophet warned the church about the Jesuits, called the Society of Jesus. Here’s what she said, “Throughout Christendom, Protestantism was menaced by formidable foes. The first triumphs of the Reformation past, Rome summoned new forces, hoping to accomplish its destruction. At this time, the order of the Jesuits was created, the most cruel, unscrupulous, and powerful of all the champions of popery. Cut off from every earthly tie and human interest, dead to the claims of natural affection, reason and conscience wholly silenced, they knew no rule, no tie, but that of their order, and no duty but to extend its power. … There was no crime too great for them to commit, no deception too base for them to practice, no disguise too difficult for them to assume. Vowed to perpetual poverty and humility, it was their studied aim to secure wealth and power, to be devoted to the overthrow of Protestantism, and the re-establishment of the papal supremacy.”  {GC88 234.2}

By infiltration, Jesuits became pastors, leaders and even professors in our universities. They have affected policies and have had their impact on pastors coming out of seminary. We have seen the results of their work in the last 6 or more decades. But the more successful victories that they can claim would have been the results of the attacks on our pillar doctrines.

He would have his human plants to chip away at the pillar doctrines and let us review what the results have been. 
1. There has been a De-emphasis of the Three Angel’s Messages: The very message that is the everlasting gospel for the final generation has been de-emphasized and scrapped altogether by many.

2. The Ten Commandments are treated more like the ten suggestions. Because of a false doctrine on the nature of Christ and another false doctrine on the atonement completed at the cross, many are taught that we will go on sinning until Jesus comes, and then we will be made perfect. 

3. The Seventh Day Sabbath now lightly regarded; God gave us warning through His prophet that this would be one of the signs of the great apostasy we find ourselves in today, {1SM 204.2}  “The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was to take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith, and engaging in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to take place, what would result? The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be discarded. Our religion would be changed. The fundamental principles that have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be accounted as error. A new organization would be established. Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would be introduced. The founders of this system would go into the cities, and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath of course, would be lightly regarded, as also the God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being removed, they would place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is worthless. Their foundation would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep away the structure.”  {1SM 204.2}  And so, “…the Sabbath of course, would be lightly regarded, as also the God who created it…”  There are now many pastors who tell their congregations that it is okay to shop on Sabbath or buy gas or eat in restaurants on the Sabbath after church. We should be weeping between the porch and the altar for these abominations. The God who created the Sabbath is snubbed. Proverbs 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”
4. The Non-Immortality of the Soul is a hazy doctrine to many SDA’s today. Most could not tell you what the state of the dead is according to Scripture. Church has become more of a good time celebration with sermons that convert or convict no one. 
5. De-emphasis of the Sanctuary message; Many pastors and churches have accepted the false evangelical doctrine that, “the atonement was completed at the cross.” Holding to that erroneous doctrine makes the sanctuary of non importance. Many SDA’s have never heard a single sermon on the Sanctuary.

6. The Second Coming of Jesus is a doctrine that is unique as it is understood by historic SDA’s today. But there are even SDA’s who do not have a correct understanding of this pillar doctrine.
7. Like the Sanctuary doctrine, the 2300 Year Prophecy is another doctrine that has gone by the wayside for many Adventists, but not the historic SDA’s.

Brothers and sisters, in warfare, a battle is won or lost when the enemy succeeds in cutting the line of communication. Along with the attack on the seven pillars, there has also been a De-emphasis of the Spirit of Prophecy; In the counsel to the Laodiceans, one of the negative characteristics of our church today is that we are blind. That is because we do not want the seer (prophet). The Bible says, Proverbs 29:18 “Where there is no vision, the people perish:” 


Many a pastor has stood before his congregation and dropped SOP books in the garbage can, claiming, “We won’t need these anymore,” and then wiping his hands together as did Pontius Pilate.

And so my brothers and sisters, going back to the previous statement, “in warfare, a battle is won or lost when the enemy succeeds in cutting the line of communication,” we can conclude that if you are failing to diligently study the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, then you are the one who aids Satan in cutting the line of communication. Never has a generation of human beings been given more information to guide them through the final days and into the last great conflict. And I can add, never has there been a generation that has been bombarded with more things to keep them busy and distracted.
Another problem in Adventism is the endorsement of Pluralism in the church by the liberals and progressives. Pluralism in the Church says there can be compromise on our historical Biblical based beliefs; in other words you believe a doctrine as you choose and we will believe as we choose and we will all be right.

But the fact of the matter is the pure Biblical doctrine has one understanding as truth and not a secondary opposing view masquerading as truth.


Another strategy of Satan is to bring in the New Theology doctrines that would sound good, but upon examination would be blatant error.
Some of those false new Theology beliefs follow, such as:

Predestination- Says man’s eternity is predestinated by God – No Biblical support for such a doctrine. The Bible teaches: Man chooses his eternal destiny – “And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  Joshua 24:15
Once-Saved-Always-Saved- Says that once you receive Jesus as Lord and Savior, you are justified and can never be lost regardless of your choices – No Biblical support for such a doctrine - The Bible teaches: Conditional Salvation - Deuteronomy 7:9   “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;”    James 1:12  “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”
Sin and Live or “I’m gonna go on sinning until Jesus comes” - No Biblical support for such a doctrine The Bible teaches: Saints can and will have victory over sin now - 1 Peter 1:22, 23  “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” Titus 2:14  “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 1 Corinthians 10:13  “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

Man was born with original sin - No Biblical support for such a doctrine - The Bible teaches: Man is born with evil tendencies - Isaiah 64:6  “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.” Romans 3:10 “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:” Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”

Christ was born in sinless flesh- No Biblical support for such a doctrine. The Bible teaches: Christ was born sanctified but in sinful flesh - Romans 1:3 “Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;” Romans 8:3 “For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:”


Christ is our substitute, but cannot be our example - No Biblical support for such a doctrine. The Bible teaches: Christ is both our substitute and our example - 1 John 3:3 “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”     Hebrews 4:15, 16 “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”    1 Peter 2:21-23 “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:”  

There are a number of other new Theology doctrines and for a more comprehensive listing I would recommend getting a copy of “My 95 Theses Plus One” from the church web site. 
In every war there are casualties. Now you can be a Seventh-day Adventist and still be lost. We do have a heaven to win and a hell to shun. How can I tell if I am on the narrow path? Let me only compare my Spiritual time with my worldly activity time. What gets my focus and attention?

I close with our opening scripture, Proverbs  23:10  “Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of the fatherless:” Where would the fields of the fatherless be? I suggest that when the plagues are falling on the lost, they will have no Father to hear their prayers for help.

Let us pray …
